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PRACTICE DIRECTION
EBONYI STATE JUDICIARY - SMALL CLAIMS COURT
The Honourable the Chief Judge of Ebonyi State

In exercise of the powers conferred on me by Section 274 of the Constitution of
the Federal Republic of Nigeria, 1999 (as amended), and by virtue of all other
powers enabling me in that behalf, | HON. JUSTICE ELVIS ANAGU NGENE,

Chief Judge of Ebonyi State, hereby issue the following Practice Directions.

PREAMBLE

Whereas, I, the Hon. Chief Judge hereby designate some Magistrates’ Courts as
Small Claims Courts. These Practice Directions shall apply and be observed in
the Magistrates” Courts designated as Small Claims Courts and by the High
Court, when sitting over Appeals from the Small Claims Courts.

COMMENCEMENT

These Practice Directions shall come into effect on the  Day of
2024

ARTICLE 1: OBJECTIVE

The objective of the Small Claims procedure is to provide easy access to an

informal, inexpensive and speedy resolution of simple Debt Recovery dispute
and/or Liquidated Money Demand in the Magistrates’ Courts.

ARTICLE 2: DEFINITION OF SMALL CLAIMS COURT

A Small Claims Court, Ebonyi State is a specialized court with jurisdiction to
hear commercial and liquidated money demand cases with a maximum claim
value of ¥1,000,000 (One Million Naira) only. These Courts are characterized

by the use of plain language, with relaxed rules of evidence, and encourages
self-representation.

ARTICLE 3: PERSONNEL OF THE COURT

The Small Claims Court, Ebonyi State shall have a specialized Registry and
staff mandated to carry out the objectives of the Small Claims Court.

ARTICLE 4 (1): COMMENCEMENT OF ACTION

An action may be commenced in the Small Claims Court where:-



a) The Defendant or one of the Defendants resides or carries on business in
Ebonyi State
/ b) The cause of action arose/must have

/ State.
¢) The claimant must have served on the Defe

Form (Form SCA — 1)
d) Filing may be done by the litigant or representative with the assistance of

the Registrar or any authorized officer of the court.
e) The action shall be commenced upon completion of a Small Claims
Court, Complaint Form as in Form SCA 2, following which the Registrar

will issue Form SCA 3.

arisen wholly or in part in Ebonyi

ndant a letter of demand as in

4 (2): ABANDONMENT OF EXCESS

i Where a claim or counter claim is above 1,000,000 (One Million Naira) the
party will be deemed to have abandoned the excess.

| ARTICLE 5: SUMMARY JUDGMENT

a) Where a Claimant believes that there is no defence to his claim, he may
file with the Summons, an application for Summary Judgment as in Form
SCA 3A. The Application for Summary Judgment shall be supported by
an Affidavit stating the grounds for his belief (that there is no defence to
his claim) as in Form SCA 3B.

b) If the Defendant files a Counter Affidavit specified in Article 9 (2) below,
the Claimant may file a Further-Affidavit to the Defendant’s Counter
affidavit within 5 days of service of the Counter affidavit.

¢) Where it appears to the judge that the Defendant has a good defence and
ought to be permitted to defend the claim, he may be granted leave to
defend.

d) Where it appears to the Judge that the Defendant does not have a good
defence the Judge may enter judgment for the Claimant.

¢) Where it appears to a Judge that the Defendant has a good defence to part
of the claim but does not have a good defence to the other parts of the
claim, the Judge may enter judgment for that part of the claim to which
there is 10 defence and grant leave 10 defend that part to which there is

defence.
f) Where there are several Defendants, and it appears to a Judge that one or

g more of the Defendants have a good defence, the Magistrate may permit
such defendants to defend and enter judgment against the other

Defendants.
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ARTICLE 6: MARKING AND PAYMENT OF FILING FEES

Where a case satisfies the criteria in Article 4 above,

other duly authorized officer of the Small C
Claims Registry shall cause the Claim to be marked

the Chief Registrar or any

laims Court in charge of the Small
“Qualified for Small

Claims” and direct the Applicant to pay appropriate filing fees.

ARTICLE 7: ASSIGNMENT OF SMALL CLAIMS FILES

a.

Upon the marking of the Claim, the Chief Registrar or any other duly
authorized Officer of the Small Claims Court shall within twenty-four
(24) hours forward the case files to the Administrative Magistrate for
assignment to a Magistrate of the Small Claims Court.

The Administrative Magistrate shall within twenty-four (24
receipt of the case files assign the Small Claims files to a Magistrate of
the Small Claims Court. Such case assignments shall be undertaken on a

random basis.

) hours of

ARTICLE 8: SERVICE OF THE SUMMONS

a.

The summons shall be served by the Sheriff of the Small Claims Court
within seven (7) days of filing the claim.
The sheriff of the Court shall file an affidavit of s

the service as in form SCA 6.
Where the Sheriff of the Small Claim Court is unable to serve the

summons on the defendant within 7 days of filing the summons, he shall
file an Affidavit of Non-Service as in Form SCA 4after the expiration of

ervice within 2 days of

the time allowed for service.
In the event of (c) above, the Claimant shall apply for an Order of

substituted service of the Summons on the Defendant by filing Form SCA

7 supported by an affidavit.

Upon receipt of a duly completed Form SCA 7 the Magistrate s
an order for substitute service of the Summons.

Substituted service of the summons may be effected by pasting on a
a of the Defendant’s last known place of abode, by
s verified email,

hall make

conspicuous are
registered post, electronic means via the Party’

WhatsApp, Telegram address/account or any other related electronic
message platform as may be appropriate. PROVIDED that substituted

service by means of text message (SMS) shall be used for hearing notices

only.



g. Substituted service may also be effected by electronic mail. If Substituted
Service is to be effected by electronic mail, the following provisions shall
be applicable:

i. The application in terms of Article 8(d) above must be

| accompanied by an affidavit confirming the identity of the

respondent, postal/physical address and the electronic mail address
at which the defendant will receive service of the summons.

ii. A copy of any electronic mail correspondence  including
attachments between the parties may be attached as proof of the
validity of the electronic mail address.

iii. The Bailiff of the Small Claims Court shall serve the summons,
annexures and pleadings by way of electronic mail on the address
as ordered by the court, indicating what processes have been served
by way of electronic mail and the number of pages that were

mailed.

ARTICLE 9; FILING OF DEFENCE /ADMISSION/ COUNTERCLAIM/
COUNTER AFFIDAVIT TO APPLICATION FOR SUMMARY
JUDGMENT

a. Upon service of the Summons, the Defendant shall file his
Defence/Admission or Counterclaim within Six (6) days by completing
Form SCA 5 as appropriate.

b. A Defendant who has been served with an Application for Summary
Judgment shall file (along with form SCA 5 and within 6 days stipulated
for him to enter a Defence) a Counter-Affidavit as in Form SCA 5A
stating why Summary Judgment should not be entered against him.

c. The provision of Article 8 on Service of Summons shall apply to Service
of a Counter Claim.

d. Where a Defendant fails to file an Answer to the Claim, or a counter-
affidavit to the Application for Summary Judgment, such Defendant shall
be held to have admitted the claim.

ARTICLE 10: COUNTER-CLAIM

a. If at the time the action is commenced, the Defendant intends to claim
against the Claimant a liquidated money demand NOT exceeding
N1,000,000.00 (One Million Naira) excluding interest and costs), (which
is the limit of the general jurisdiction of the Magistrate Court), the
Defendant may file a Counterclaim in the pending Small Claims action
by completing Form SCA 5.



b. If at time the action is commenced, the Defendant has a Counterclaim
that exceeds the general jurisdiction of the Magistrate Court, the
Defendant may file the Counterclaim, by filing Form SCA 5,
PROVIDED that any Judgment in the Defendant’s favor shall be limited

/ to the general jurisdiction of the Magistrates’ Courts.

c. The Claimant may file a Reply to the Defendant(s) Defence and Defence
to Counter-claim within five (5) days of service of the Defendant(s)
Defence and Counter-Claim.

d. No pleadings after Reply are allowed.

ARTICLE 11: COUNTERCLAIM AND REPLY

a. If at the time the action is commenced, the Defendant intends to claim
against the Claimant a liquidated money demand NOT exceeding
N1,000,000 (One Million Naira) excluding interest and costs, (which is
the limit of the general jurisdiction of the Magistrate Court) the
Defendant may file a Counterclaim in the pending Small Claims action
by completing Form SCA 5.

b. If at time the action is commended, the Defendant has a Counterclaim
that exceeds the general jurisdiction of the Magistrate Court, the
Defendant may file the Counterclaim, by filing Form SCA 5,
PROVIDED that any Judgment in the Defendant’s favor shall be limited
to the general jurisdiction of the Magistrates’ Courts.

c. The Claimant may file a Reply to the Defendant(s) Defence and Defence
to Counter-claim within five (5) days of service of the Defendant(s)
Defence and Counter-Claim.

d. No pleadings after Reply are allowed.

ARTICLE 12: NON-APPEARANCE

a. Where the claim is called for hearing on the date fixed and neither party
appears, the claim may be struck out.

b. In the event the claim is called for hearing and the claimant appears and
the defendant does not appear provided there is proof of service and the
claimant can prove his case, the court can proceed with the hearing of the
claim and enter judgment.

c. Where the claim is called for hearing and the defendant appears but the
claimant does not appear, the defendant shall be entitled to an order
striking out the claim, and if he has a counter claim, the court may enter
judgment as far as the defendant can prove his claim upon proper service
of the counterclaim to the plaintiff.




d. Where a Claim has been struck out in (a) or (c) above, it shall not be
Relisted.

ARTICLE 13: PROCEEDINGS

a. At the first appearance of the parties before the Court, the Magistrate
shall promote, encourage and facilitate negotiation among the parties.
The process of facilitating amicable settlement of the dispute among the
parties shall not exceed seven (7) days.

b. Notwithstanding 13(A), the parties are also encouraged to contact one
another with a view to settling the matter amicably or to narrow the
issues. However, the court must be informed on the hearing date if the
case is settled by agreement before that date and a consent judgment may
be entered by the court accordingly.

c. In the event that parties are unable to settle the dispute amicably, the
Magistrate may hold a preliminary hearing for the purpose of giving
directions for hearing of the Claim or Counterclaim (as the case may be)
including a hearing time table, length of trial or hearing, jurisdiction,
exchange of witness(es) list, formulation and settlement of issues, as it
appears to the Magistrate to secure a just, expeditious and speedy disposal
of the Claim or Counterclaim.

d. Hearing shall be from day to day as far as is practicable and adjournment
shall be for short periods provided that a party shall not be entitled to
more than one adjournment during the hearing of the claim.

e. The entire hearing period shall not be more than thirty (30) days from the
first date of hearing inclusive of the time/period for facilitating an
amicable settlement of the dispute.

f. The entire period of proceedings from filing till judgment shall not
exceed sixty (60) days.

ARTICLE 14: REPRESENTATION

a. Parties may represent themselves at the proceedings in court. In the event
of registered companies and partnership can be represented by either a
partner, company secretary or any principal officers of the partnership
company.

b. Parties may also be represented by legal practitioners who are skilled in
presenting the parties cases.

DOSRNPISS PL 1 TS



ARTICLE 15 EVIDENCE

al

b.

heir own behalf and tender all necessary

(| other witnesses to give evidence at hearing.

documents and they may ca
The Small Claims Court may depart from the strict rules of Evidence Act
te the objective of this Practice

in the interest of justice and to promo
Direction.

Parties may testify on 1

ARTICLE 16: JUDGMENT

al

. The entire period of procee

. The Judgment of the Court shall not be invalid b

At the conclusion of evidence of both parties, the Magistrate shall deliver

judgment in a claim within fourteen (14) days.

The Judgment shall include the court’s determination of issues raised in
any interlocutory application(s) filed by any of the parties.

The authenticated copies of the every judgment shall be made available to
the parties not later than seven (7) days from the date of delivery of the

judgment,
dings from Filing of the Claim till Judgment

shall not exceed Sixty (60) days.
y reason of the entire

proceedings of the court having exceeded Sixty (60) days.

ARTICLE 17: ENFORCEMENT OF JUDGMENT

a. The Defendant or Defendant to Co

b. Upon default of the De

unterclaim (as the case may be) shall

comply with the Judgment and pay the Judgment sum FORTHWITH.

fendant or Defendant to Counterclaim to pay the
h, the Judgment shall be enforced in like manner

Judgment sum Forthwit
rates’ Court for the payment of money.

as any Order of the Magist

ARTICLE 18: APPEALS

a. Where either party is aggriev

. The Chief Registrar or any o

ed with the Judgment, such party shall file
Form SCA 8 within eight (8) days of the

ng the reasons for the Appeal.
ther duly authorized Officer of the Small

Claims Court in charge of the Small Claims Registry shall compile the
Records of Appeal within fourteen (14) days of the submission of Form

of SCA 8.
forwarded to the Fast-Track

the Notice of Appeal, as in
delivery of the Judgment stati

. The Records of Appeal shall thereafter be

gh Court, where it is then assigned to a Judge of the

Registry of the Hi
Appeals from the Small Claims

Fast-Track Court designated to hear
Court.
8




d.

e‘

f.

The Judge, so designated shall cause Hearing Notices to issue to the
Parties and the Appeal shall be heard at carliest convenience of the Court.
The Appeal shall be by Oral hearing or written briefs of the Parties at the
discretion of the Court and shall be on the Records of the Appeal.

The whole Appellate Process from the assignment of the Appeal to
Judgment shall not exceed thirty (30) days.

ARTICLE 19: GENERAL PROVISIONS

a.

Every Magistrate presiding in a Small Claims Court shall take judicial
control and management of all cases assigned to the Magistrate by the
Administrative Magistrate.

The Magistrate shall fill the Small Claims Court Cases Assessment Form
attached to the Case file.

The Magistrate shall record on the Small Claims Court Assessment Form
the day when the proceedings commenced and was concluded.

Where 60 days have expired from the date of filing of a Claim and no
Judgment has been delivered, the Magistrate shall report to the
Administrative Magistrate stating the reason(s) for the delay in not
concluding the matter within 60 days.

The Administrative Magistrate, upon receiving the report from the
Magistrate, may reassign the case file to the Magistrate for adjudication
as a General Civil matter.

The Magistrate shall include such a case file in the monthly returns as a
matter converted to the general civil cause list.

. The monthly returns shall be collated and submitted to the Collation Unit

of the Small Claims Court Secretariat (not later than the seventh day of

the subsequent month) for online publication on the Ebonyi State
Judiciary website.

_In the event where the small claims Magistrate believes that as a result of

absence or leave, the trial may exceed the timelines stated in the Practice
Direction, the Magistrate may remit the case file to be heard by another

Magistrate before proceeding on leave, provided that he has not
commenced hearing in the case

ARTICLE 20: WHERE NO PROVISION EXISTS

Where no provision is made in this Practice Directions, the Provisions of the
Magistrates Court (Civil Procedure Rules); the High Court (Appeal) Rules or
any other Written Law for the time being in force shall so far as they can be
applied, be in force in the Small Claims Court.

e e e



lNTERPRETATlON
In this Practice Direction, unless the context otherwise requires:

«Admission” means a concession Of voluntary acknowledgment of the
Claimant’s claim.

«Appeal” means applying to a High Court for a reversal of the decision of the
Small Claims Court.

«Claimant” means a person making a claim in the Small Claims Court.

«Counterclaimant” means a Defendant in a Small Claims Court proceedings

that sets up a claim against the original Claimant.

«Court” means the Small Claims Court

«Defendant” means an Individual, Company, or Institution sued in the Small
Claims Court.

«Defendant to Counterclaim” means the original Claimant who has been sued
by a Defendant.

«Fast-Track Court” means High Court of Ebonyi State designated to hear
Appeals from Small Claims Court.

«Fast-Track Registry” means the Fast-Track Registry of the High Court of
Ebonyi State

“High Court” means the High Court of Ebonyi State

«Judicial Service Commission” means the Ebonyi State Judicial Service
Commission.

“Judge” means a Judge of the High Court of Ebonyi State

“Magistrate” means a Magistrate or any cadre of Magistrate sitting in the
Small Claims Court.

«Magistrates’ Court” means a Court established by the Magistrates’ Courts
Law for the time being in force in Ebonyi State.

«Liquidated Money Demand” means a debt or other specific sum of money
due and payable and its amount must be already ascertained or capable of being
ascertained as a mere matter of arithmetic without any other or further
investigation.
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«Registry” means the Small Claims Court Registry

“Set-oﬂ”meansanamountmatisormaybesetoffagainstanothﬂ'mme

settlement of claims

«Bailif” means an Officer of the Court,
functions, including service of Court processes.

having various administrative

«Substituted Service” means the service of a Court process Of SUMMmONS

otherwise than by Personal Service (as by

mail or electronic means, Of

publication or by leaving t at a Defendant’s place of business o residence or

with an agent).

«gummons” means an order to appear before the Magistrate of the Small

Claims Court.

“Summary Judgment” means a judgment entered in favour of the Claimant
and against the Defendant summarily on affidavit evidence, 1.€., without a full

trial.

CITATION: This Practice Directions may be cited as the “Ebonyi State
Practice Directions on Small Claims Court 2024”.

oooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

ooooooooooooo

Honourable Justice Elvis Anagu Ngene
The Honourable Chief Judge of Ebonyi State
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FORMSCA 1
SMALL CLAIMS COURT

'
FROMI I'llllll'lll'l"llllD'Illl"'l}"lll'll"‘ll'!'lll"lllllllIlilclllllllllllllllll'lllllflllllll!lﬁilllll

J
W Y
ORK ADDRESSI Ill'll'l"lllllll"lllllll)’Ollllllllll'llll€ll'l’Il’ll'Illlllllllllllll'I'll.llllllllllt
RESIDENTIAL ADDRESS:
» lllﬁlllll'llllllﬂll'll'IIIIIIIIll'llllllllllIllllllﬁllll'l'l!lll”llIl'Ilf!lll
TELEPHONE NO., (S) AND E-MAIL.....oovvsvirssssssssssssssssssssesssvsssssasrssosisssssaisssassss
TOIlvl'l!ll!)‘ll’l'lllllllllO!lIII'llllllllIlilvlllIlllll"llllll'lll'IIlll'llllllI'l'lll’llllllot!llll!ll')["
WORK ADDRESS:
’ Illl'II"I‘llll'llllllll""ll'lll'llllll'IlllltlIIIII'II'I‘IIIIIII‘lllll'llllillllll’ll
RESIDENTIAL ADDRESS:
] 'llll'lllllllll"l'llllllll‘l'lil"'ll"ll'l"l!ll’llflllll!ll‘lli!‘lltll'llll
TELEPHONE NO., (S) AND E-MAIL.....oovsisiserssrssssssssssssssssssssssssrsssssasssssssssessssss
.
'
DEMAND: [ hereby claim from you

NI ORIt E 0 O IR E VG ABTETILO IO IPVEFIPIIED 66000408 P00 0000400700080 FLO IOV 008 0ELXE5 0050007707 408000¢04 000
e e n s R R s R CR e s F NP O I NIE IO S OGO NI O GAELI 18000 €0 1EIRROIEDIL00CLLIIIIIPLINLLUCE000000800 708000650
P T T R R R R R T A R R T R A2 R R R R RS S A AR A A A A id

0000000 RR e N ORI ERIes IR IO rEsresEsePeeseeionsseIerseRtsriorsineIosITIrsIINeINeIIINNIIIIIILIIY

Unless you comply with this demand within Seven (7) days after receipt of this letter,
summons will be issued against you in the Small Claims Court.

Yours faithfully,

SIS EONIENINIIINNIIIININNNIIINIIIIIIIS

CLAIMANT’S SIGNATURE
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FORM SCA 2

IN THE MAGISTRATE COURT OF EBONYI STATE (SMALL CLAIMS)

COMPLAINT FORM (TO ACCOMPANY FORM SCA 3)

NB: 1. Please fill the Form legibly.

2. Please attach copies of the documents (contracts, receipts, expert’s report (if
applicable) etc. upon which the claim is based,
3. Submit this form at the Registry of the Small Claims Court,
A.  PARTICULARS OF CLAIMANT(S)
BT AR i 5 i st s et ebidh

WORK ADDRBSEE . isirunnet sosoner saasbaiing ss s s nibnnesas Goingraiiviiueeresipnises
RESIDENTIAL ADDRESS: ...vvvivvviuruiiieeiserserensmmmmmmmmmmmerssossesmmmmmmn
TELEPHONE NO. (S) AND E-MAIL

-----------------------------------------------------

Please attach a list of other Claimants (if more than one) with the required particulars
B.  PARTICULARS OF DEFENDANT(S)
FULL NAME

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

WORK ADDRESS: «.vvvvviietrrrrriiieieeeeresmmnmmumiinsessnmsonmerinnsnsnsnsstannes

RESIDENTIAL ADDRESS: .. .cvvvvvrvvviiinseeermmmiinnesssesmmmsrmnimsnsinims

TELEPHONE NO. (S) AND E-MAIL

----------------------------------------------------------

Please attach a list of other Defendant(s) (if more ‘than one) with the required
particulars

PLEASE SUMMARIZE YOUR COMPLAINT AND STATE THE STEPS YOU HAVE
TAKEN TO RECOVER THE CLAIM.




Qh.cn\v.nivnow“tlv\n-lI‘Il.‘-v‘l‘.“ltll.ltt:n.t.vvulll'lcvl.l-\l!t0-!.!v'Jc-u-Ol-ntllv'vorlvv-bic'vvlnvq .......

..\..-..v-c-oy-\-n-nc--‘ntt\-...o..-c-cv--;v-"vtno-n-oocvv-'anuo--a'--9---o-nnv.-nnq::.o-v;--..-u.--u-::;»v»:ru

..‘.‘\m.n-.-nnct-Qc‘lc!\-tlt-vn\--"tl-to--"lnlctnnuurl'vllltituolllvl’llnvtvilovlqv"lllll"oltlllluo.l'l'l'qn
.......----------.n-----.o-..--.-...-.'-.--.'a--..o-o-von--.-v---.-cn--n.pu---'ua'-.---:o-.a-nn--.r-.'p-r:-ua:-u
......-‘.~co---n--‘---‘o.--c.---..‘..‘o¢.-Av.-v-cno---.n---n-u----nu-o--.-----..-n.-.v..ncno--u:-.;p-..r-:u-:-nu
...--.-~~-o-~--q-~~..--..........-....--.---c----w---o.-s---c‘-.----'.a.--'--on-n--.-.uo-n"-.p'rnoo-oaoo;:notvu

..u-‘-.‘t!l!u.!\tt!intt.t\-;.\.....n..t..-tos-u--:-l-o'tll'lql.nnn-olltl..'ll'ovvlqa'lcn‘t;'o'-tll,vl;»llltlllt“

.-n--‘-.-.-\-;cultnt.tc-l-0-..0--0..-!‘-..00.:nlcuhocouc-'t.ll-.nlulﬁtulllltotllIollll'l'Ql'ivllrl'l’tlllll'h'lu

4990000000000 0000000000RR0RERRCORRRRRRORS 000000000000 00000OROIRIRIOYY

CLAIMANT’S SIGNATURE/THUMBPRINT DATE

Sworn to at the Small Claims Court Registry ..........this ..........Day of ........c.one 20. .00

The foregoing having been read and interpreted by me to the Deponent in ........c.ooervrveses
Language he being Illiterate/Blind and he having appeared perfectly to have understood
before affixing his thumb print impression.

JURAT (If applicable)

Commissioner for Oaths

14




FORM SCA 3

IN THE MAGISTRATE COURT OF EBONYI STATE (SMALL CLAIMS)
SUMMONS (TO BE SERVED WITHIN SEVEN DAYS OF FILING)

CLAIMNO ivusesnsssssssnsssnose

BETWEEN:

.................................... Sy winngivd nguispbmnssbthos s tinnid iacie WMANIANI(E)
AND

,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,, DEFENDANT(S)
The Claimant Claims:;

Debt (par“clﬂars are attachcd)‘oocu-nolccnuotooounno”l"!nlnu'laon
Court FeeSO-cnoliotnlol.ooto-oovlulnhcvonononoontcuc- e

CoStSererirarenes
A XN RN) 000NN NIRNRRNOIRNNINIYN (AN ERERRENN] XXX NRNN] (XXX R NN} Qllill00.l".l.illl‘.l'."'l'll'l‘l.

Total: N

----------------------------------------------------------

-----------------------------------------------------------

1. You are hereby summoned to appear personally before this court Onthe .....ocervvrnsee
OF s aovesssennvningysnsnsssesiopsvans DU, s s | OB BLS Y to admit or deny your
liability for the abovementioned claim.

2. If you deny liability or have a counterclaim you are
SCA 4 to the registry of the Small Claims Court within seven (7) days after the service of

this summons inclusive of the day of service. If you require longer time for payment,
complete the form of ADMISSION as in Form SCA 5.

advised to complete and return Form

3. Take notice that;

'l a. If you fail to appear in Court on the hearing date after a summons has been served on

. you, Judgment may be obtained against you by the Claimant.
. b. Money payable in terms of a Judgment or Order of Court may be paid directly to the

- Judgment Creditor.
' ¢. if you admit the Claim an
the claim in installments or in full you may approac

d wish to consent to Judgment or wish to undertake to pay
h the Claimant.



4 Enforcement

If any person against whom a Jli\dg'ment for the payment of money has been given or an
Order for the payment of money in installments has been made fails to satisfy the Judgment
or Order.

a) Such judgment or order may be enforced against movables and if the movables are
found to be insufficient then against the immovable of the party against whom the
Judgment or Order has been issued.

b) Execution shall be taken against the whole Judgment debt and costs which have not
been paid in default of an installment being paid.

¢) The Judgment Debtor is liable to notify the Judgment Creditor fully and correctly;
within 7 days after he has changed his place of work, employment or residence, of his
new place of work, employment or residence.

Registrar
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FORM SCA 3A
IN THE MAGISTRATES' COURT OF EBONY1 STATE (SMALL CLAIMS)
SUMMARY JUDGMENT
(TO BE SERVED ON THE DEFENDANT WITHIN 7 DAYS OF FILING)

' CLAIM NO\ovss sriisrnsrvisarivon
BETWEEN
.......................................................................................... CLAIMANT
AND
.......................................................................................... DEFENDANT
APPLICATION FOR SUMMARY JUDGMENT
TAKE NOTICE that this Honourable Court shall be moved on the ......oocoviserei day of
........................ 20 ........at 9°0 clock in the forenoon or so soon thereafter as the
Claimant may be heard praying for an Order:
|. Entering Summary Judgment against the Defendant in the sum of
. SRR PR S ] plus interest and costs.
[State the exact amount claimed without more]
2. And for such order(s) the Court may deem fit to make.
Dated this ....ccooveeeanss day of coeevecrinnnanunnen ]| RPN "
CLAIMANT’S SIGNATURE
ADDRBSSE i i i kb A R R
TR D v e
AL 5 b 8 S SR b ineseh s simosy st e E R
FOR SERVICE ON
DEFENDANT’S NAME:....ccouusssseessssussasmsmnsssnsesmssn s
ADDRESS:......reouemasssinsssssastassesmaassaaysasasesssasomamaesy e ooy
ELEPHONE NO. AND WHATAPP NO:..ccccoorssssssssnseseon
BAMATES, .o oomnicnrinsmisstssasns sestasasstsisass singaesssrses s sovs e 0y
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FORM SCA 3B

INTHE MAGISTRATES’ COURT OF EBONYI STATE (SMALL CLAIMS)

eessreesesnsecssennereserene tesvessennrnnns sesoressesrrnnnene MAGISTERIAL DISTRICT
HOLDEN AT.............

ooooooooooooooo

BETWEEN:

AFFIDAVIT IN SUPPORT OF
APPLICATION FOR SUMMARY JUDGMENT

Ebonyi State do hereby make an oath and state as follows.

[State the name and address of the Claimant]

L. [ am Claimant in this case.

2. The Defendant is indebted to me in the sum of [N...........c..ceveeiiiins ] and I verily
[State the exact amount claimed without more]

3. Notwithstanding the issuance of a Letter of Demand, Defendant failed to liquidate his
indebtedness to me.

4, I have also issued a Complaint Form and caused a Summons to be issued against the
Defendant.

5. Notwithstanding the service of the foregoing on the Defendant, he has failed to
liquidated his indebtedness to me.

6. The indebtedness arose on account of:

[Explain the details of the transaction and why summary judgment should be entered against

the Defendant. Explain all efforts made to recover the indebtedness. Attach all necessary

documents. Use extra sheets if necessary].

.................................................................................................................
.................................................................................................................
.................................................................................................................
.................................................................................................................
.................................................................................................................

.................................................................................................................
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T e A

T

PORM SCA 4

IN THE MAGISTRATE COURT OF EBONY] STATE (SMALL CLAIMS)
AFFIDAVIT OF NON-SERVICE

BETWEEN:
.......... s ste s S somasensssssssssessssrpaesonsessmesmaresds CLAIMANT(SYAPPLICANT(S)
AND
............................................................... DEFENDANT(SYRESPONDENTS(S)
L i cnrrmpa g s S S S A PRSP S0 e e e o AR 8 AR A4S S A w0 0 4400
------- “‘4‘-.‘.004-#“1.:.-:-—a-o-»-n-c-..-c-.‘..-.-.-'.»A-oanoc.'p--l----co--vda--an!u-l-l--l--la"""'""‘
Make Oath and say, thatonthe ................ DY OF oooiivnibiasonoms 7| T S A
B iiidiaa O’clock 1 attempted 0 SeTve UPON...........c.uceeveens Sl p AR
Summons for small claims. ........oeeeeereiiiimiirirriiiiirreiniaaesaaaes
............. aiirarasenenn. True copy whereof annexed issued out of this court
B oiiieiiasisiises seimaeEasey e resmsmsesmaeassssesseessmaepaasasnasmatsissssBmsessassasROesssnaote
I have been unable 10 serve the SUMMONS. .....ccveeeeririamriiimissenineannna s eseee
BECAUSE .....ocovvrsvcacavncszonsones s sea s s sy SRR SRR R SRS S e ma s e S AR A B G0

................................................................................................

sseseccesssscssss e

BAILIFF

SWORN TO AT THE MAGISTRATE COURT OF EBONYI STATE, (SMALL CLAIMS) REGISTRY

m PP T TIRE R TR R R S A R A Day ..l"l.ll-.lIII.I.'I".'I‘..‘..!.- 20 sssses ssesssven IR R R R RS L]

COMMISSIONER FOR OATHS
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FORM SCA S
INTHEM

STATE (SMALL CLAIMS)

AGISTRATE COURT OF EBONY1
MPANY FORM SCA 3

ND COUNTERCLAIM TO ACCO

RM OF ADMISSION, DEFENCE A
) DAYS OF SERVICE OF FO

HE CLAIMANT WITHIN 6 (SIX

FO
RM SCA 3)

/ (TO BE SERVED ONT

Claim NO...ceveeeeerseeees

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

AND
DEFENDANT(S)

............

..............................................................................

part of the Claimant’s claim

I admit the Claimant’s claim (OF) wvveeressneess
ount on the day Of ceeeeevoner

(a) ADMISSION
e sum with costs on that am

and 1 ask for permission to pay th
20 ..... (or by installments Of B.cocoeereemenees

....................................

......................

-----

(b) DEFENCE
D o et e g P L

........................................................

.....................................................
.o

..................................................

.........................................................
....................................................

.........................................................
....................................................

.........................................................

Claimant’s Claim)........ o DECAUSE . ccvvierminmenn e

Or I dispute part of the
you wish to put before the courts)

(State briefly the facts
(c) COUNTERCLAIM OR SET OFF

I have a counterclaim or setoff against the Claimant for Nu.oooveverrneeeremseessnmmemeenensss

.................................................
--------------------------------
------------------------
. .o
..........................
----------------------------------------------------------
-------------------------
......................
.....................................................
......
............................

.....................
.....................
--------------------------------------
....................
.........

(State the particulars of the Counterclaim or set off)

20




Illlll...lll!l!‘!ll'l.l’l

DATE

MICLEELAS TELELERR AL sesaseIOERBANRNRY

CLAIMANT’S SIGNATURE/'I'HUMB PRINT

JURAT (If applicable)

The foregoing having been read and interpreted by me 10 the Deponent in .ooovveieres
Language he being lliterate/Blind and he having appeared perfectly t0 have understood

before affixing his thumb print impression.
Commissioner for Oaths

------------------------------------

O FILE AN ANSWER TO THE CLAIM, YOU WILL BE HELD TO HAVE ADMITTED THE CLAIM

NB: IF YOU FAILT
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e

PORM SCA SA

OF EBONYI STATE (SMALL CLAIMS)

IN THE vovorsnsnnsuinsensnnenssssasssestttet MAGISTERIAL DISTRICT

IN THE MAGISTRATES’ COURT

HOLDEN AT.'I‘C'I.l0.tllll."'lCllcb!‘llll.ll..l.ll
CLAIM NO...ocvussnnearsanenees®

BETWEEN:

............. .. CLAIMANT
AND
............ DEFENDANT

DEFENDANT’S COUNTER-AF FIDAVIT
APPLICATION FOR SUMMARY JUDGMENT

(TO BE SERVED ON THE CLAIMANT WITHIN 6 DAYS OF SERVICE OF FORM SCA3 (A) & (B)

R e JOF [uenresssumnsasusssansnsasarers ] Ebonyi State do hereby make

an oath and state as follows.

[State the Defendant 's name and address]
1.1 am the [covereensannnnssssmenneneeee ] Defendant in this case.

[if there are multiple Defendants staie the position of the Defendant]
2.1 have good defence against the Claimant’s claim. I have expressed my defence in Form

SCA § [State if there is a Countclaim]

3. The Claimant is not entitled to Summary Judgment against me

[roeeimmsnmmnnsssannseem 1
[State name of the Defendant]

4. 1 dispute the allegations in paragraphs [+ coveeeesesmnereseseneeeees ] of the Claimant’s
affidavit because: [the Defendant SHALL state paragraphs in the affidavit that he is

opposing]

...........................................................................

[Explain in detail why summary judgment should not be entered against Defendant.
Attach all necessary documents. Use extra sheets if necessary].

....................

..............................................................................
..............................
.............................................................................
................................
...................................................................................
........................
..........................................................................
....................................

IR LR ) S e e e T R R R A R RN S A A A AR A S LR S AR A b i
shsianane esavee
. CERRY Y . .




-------------------
-------------------------------
-----------
------------
..............
...............
.......
-------------------------
.............
-------------------------------------
................
.................
--------------------------
---------------
oooooooooooooo
----------------
-----------------
------------------
..
.......................
.............
-------------------------------------------
-------------------
-----------
.....................
-------
------------------------------------------------
.................................

-------------------
-------------
---------------------------------------------------------
--------------------

5. 1 know that Defendant is not indebted to the Claimant in the sum of
[ siciiiasamnins ea 33 ] or any sum whatsoever.

[State the amount being claimed]

6. I depose to this Affidavit conscientiously, believing all the depositions contained here to
be true and correct by the Oaths Law of Ebonyi State.

DEPONENT

SWORN TO AT THE MAGISTRATES’ COURT OF EBONYI STATE, (SMALL CLAIMS) REGISTRY

THIS coceniiinreenenennn DAY OF ...oocevvinnnen )| FRERR
BEFORE ME
COMMISSIONER FOR OATHS

FORM OF JURAT (if applicable)

Where the Commissioner has read the Affidavit to the Deponent.

before me,
ntents of this affidavit to the deponent

who is nd contents of the exhibits therein
.................... language when he appeared to

referred to in the .eoooooeeeememecem
understand the same and made his mark (or signature) thereto in my presence.

ly read over the c0

I have first duly distinctly and audib
plained the nature a

*plind (or illiterate) and ex

Commissioner for Qaths
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FORM SCA 8

FORM SCA 6
IN THE MAGIS

TRATE COURT OF EBONYI STATE (SMALL CLAIMS)

AFFIDAVIT OF SERVICE

(PROOF OF SERVICE TO BE FILED WITHIN TWO (2) DAYS OF SERVICE

CLAIM NOO""I"O"O""l'llll)l

BETWEEN:
.................................................................... CLAlMANT(S)/APPLlCANT(S)
AND

............................................................... DEF ENDANT(S)/RESPONDENTS( S)
R N (RGeS el UL S G L i
Make Oath and say, thaton the ............ day of ..oooevevrnnininnn 20k sadsiis

Al fvivnseninsos svsnss O’clock I SErved UPON.....cevvenrrennerrnmermmnenrmennneeenees

............................................................................

True copy whereof annexed issued out of this court

..............................................

..............................................................................................
..................................................................................

.............................................................................................

By delivery the same PErSONAILY 10 .ovsvovserususesmssssmessssnensremse s

.................................................

before the day I served the summons
rovvesseseensennenes personally,

asked him

.......................................................

..........................................

If he was
'BAILIFE
SWORN TO AT THE SMALL CLAIMS COURT REGISTRY,
TRIS 5. ies iwensunnsasasssvsss Day ....cooeeeennnenes W ..ivponsapimsmonpiisnsminss
COMMISSIONER FOR OATHS
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FORM SCA 7
T OF EBONYI ST. ATE (SMALL CLAIMS)

IN THE MAGISTRATE COUR

CLAIM NO....ocooeeonsmnsserees
BETWEEN:
...................................................... CLAIMANT(S)/APPLICANT (S)
AND L oifissnes ibisdiuigooigspupgannwaetsbaasees DEFENDANT( S)/RESPONDENT S(S)
MOTION EXPARTE
BROUGHT PURSUANT TO ORDER [.] RULE [.] OF THE MAGISTRATE COURT
(CIVIL PROCEDURE) RULES, [.] AND UNDER THE INHERENT JURISDICTION
OF THE COURT
TAKE NOTE that the Honourable Court will be moved on the ....-.-day of
.......... 20..00eeeeeny 2 9°0 clock in the forenoon Or soon thereafter as the Claimant/Applicant
for the following:
ons on the

may be heard praying the court
An order of the Court granting leave to the Claimant/Applicant to serve the summ
to wit: pasting same at.

Defendant by substituted means,

being the last known address of the D

stated.
AN FOR SUCH FURTHER ORDER OR ORDERS as this Honourable Court may deem
fit to make in the circumstances in this claim.
Dated ....cvvveees day Of c.ovveerinneeesenes 20 . .us
CLAIMANT’S SIGNATURE
25




FORM SCA B
IN THE HIGH COURT EBONYI STATE

IN THE FAST TRACK COURT
HOLDEN AT ............ PP
APPEAL NO......ccovuvvaanee
BETWEEN
L R R R R N R R A RN R R R ) RPN IIRNIINNNINNRNIRRIRNIIERATSTY IXEXETL] APPELLANT(S)
AND
PN FiTE AR vesrsssprevanssesnsvsererenet RESPONDENT(S)
NOTICE OF APPEAL

(TO BE FILED WITHIN 14 (FOURTEEN) OF DELIVERY OF THE JUDGMENT
/Appellant(s) being dissatisfied with the decision of

TAKE NOTICE that the ................
the Magistrate Court (Small Claims Court) .........ovureiiiminnmneeeeieeneeenn Magisterial
District as contained in the Judgment deliveredonthe ...........oooeivrnieneee by

................................... do hereby appeal to the High Court of Ebonyi State, upon the

grounds set out in paragraph 2 and will at the hearing of the Appeal seek the reliefs set out in

paragraph 3,

AND the Appellant further states that the names and addresses of the persons who would be
directly affected by the appeal are those set out in paragraph 4 of this Notice.

1. PART OF THE DECISION OF THE LOWER COURT COMPLAINED OF :

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

2. GROUNDS OF APPEAL
(1) The learned Magistrate erred in law when His Worship held that

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
.

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
tene

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
.........

--------------------



